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or prone to apathetic laziness. He is the image of all helpful
or harmful elemental powers.
All these things are immediate in the child's early life,
affecting him sometimes through the parents, and sometimes
with them. As the image of the parents diminishes and
becomes human, all those things, which at first seemed only
like background or marginal effects, stand out more clearly.
The soil of the earth on which the child plays, the fire at which
he warms himself, the rain and storms that freeze him,
although always realities, were at first, because of his twilight
consciousness, seen and understood only as characteristics
of the parents. Then, as out of a mist, there emerge the
material and dynamic aspects of the earth; these reveal
themselves now as real powers, no longer wearing-the masks
of the parents. Thus, they are not a substitute for the parents,
but the reality that corresponds to a higher level of
consciousness.
Nevertheless something is lost in this development that
cannot be replaced—the feeling of direct connexion and unity
with the parents. This feeling is not just a sentiment, but
an important psychological fact, which, in a quite different
connotation, has been termed 'participation mystique'
by L£vy-Bruhl. This expression, which by the way does
not invite a superficial understanding, denotes a fact that
plays a most important role, not only in primitive mentality,
but also in our analytical psychology. This fact may be
briefly characterized as a state of identity in a common
unconsciousness. Perhaps I should explain this further.
If the same unconscious complex is constellated in two people
at the same time there arises a remarkable emotional effect,
a projection, which causes either a mutual attraction or a
mutual repulsion. When I share with another person an
unconscious relation to the same important fact, I become in
part identical with him, and because of this I orientate
myself to him as I would to the complex in question were
I conscious of it.	*

